IV
THE CHRONICLE
THE dramatic novel is limited in Space and free in Time, the character novel limited in Time and free in Space; wjiy should this be so? The question was answered partially in an earlier chapter. It was the closed-in arena, we held, that gave the dramatic conflict intensity, and accelerated and emphasised the passage of time. It was the unchangeability of the characters, on the other hand, that made typical those relations between them which .imaged the life of society. These reasons are perhaps sufficient in themselves to justify the formal limitations of those two divisions. The resources of prose narrative being what they are, they could hardly be employed with more economy and effect than here. But to understand fully the aesthetic virtues of those two methods of representation, we must try to find other reasons for them than simple necessity.
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